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merchant, either automatically or by 
displaying them to the user. The merchant 
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network used for transmitting messages between financial institutions; 
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institution, and means for transmitting the identifying information in a 
secure manner over the public data network to the gateway device; and 
wherein the gateway device includes means for transmitting the iden- 
tifying information to the card-issuing financial institution and for re- 
ceiving an approval response from the card-issuing financial institution 
over the private data network; whereby the approval response provides 
authentication of the identifying information by the card-issuing finan- 
cial institution. 
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